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A Mathematics Policy for Moss Side Primary School  

 
This policy reflects the school values and philosophy in relation to the teaching and learning of mathematics. 
 
It sets out a framework within which teaching and non-teaching staff can operate. 
 
The policy should be read in conjunction with the 2014 national curriculum and Lancashire plans and the Moss Side scheme. 
 
Mathematics is a core subject within the National Curriculum. 

 

Our intent  

 
In teaching mathematics we have the task of developing in children: 

 

• a positive attitude towards mathematics and an awareness of its life-long importance. 

• an understanding of mathematics through enquiry and perseverance. 

• fluency and confidence in recalling and applying mathematical knowledge, concepts and skills. 

• an ability to solve problems, using reasoning skills  and to work systematically and accurately. 

• initiative and an ability to work both independently and in co-operation with others. 

• an ability to use and apply mathematics across the curriculum. 
 
These intents are consistent with our school philosophy and take account of the LEA Curriculum Policy.  
 
Programmes of Study 
 
The subject comprises programmes of study with age related expectations.  These are divided into key stages and organised into 
year groups of increasing challenge. 
 
Our pupils will work at their expected level within each year group.  It is          expected that most children will achieve: 
  

• Working within the expected level of attainment for his/her age 
 

Whilst others will be: 

 

• Working towards the expected level of attainment 

• Working below the expected level of attainment 

• Working beyond the expected level of attainment (at greater depth) 
  
 
Our aims 
When teaching Mathematics we aim to deliver an inclusive curriculum for all pupils by; 
 

• Setting suitable learning challenges. 

• Responding to pupils’ diverse learning needs. 

• Overcoming potential barriers to learning and assessment for individuals and groups of pupils. 
 
In order to achieve these aims the teaching of mathematics is organised in the following way 
 

• The class teacher, with help from the maths co-ordinator, is responsible for the mathematics 

in each class.   

https://www.theschoolrun.com/working-at-greater-depth-in-primary-schools
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• The children work as a class, in groups or individually as appropriate, following the guidance of 

the National Curriculum. 

 

• Each class has a daily Maths lesson, consisting of an introductory mental activity, a main 

activity and a plenary session.  The main activity may involve the whole class together or in 

differentiated groups as appropriate. 

 

• Termly coverage is based on the National Curriculum, but the order of presentation and length 

of time given over to each objective may vary from that suggested, depending on the 

knowledge and ability of the class. 

 

 
Apparatus 
Mathematical apparatus is stored centrally in the middle school area.  It is important that it is returned after use and any 
deficiencies reported to the maths co-ordinator.  It is frequently replaced and updated. 
 
 
 
In addition to the daily numeracy lesson children in KS2 have regular speed tests during registration (to develop number bonds 
and tables). 
 
Cross curricular links are encouraged particularly in the following areas:- 
 

• Data handling and measurement in science 

• Shape and space in art 

• Scale and measurement in geography 

• Time lines in history 

• Measurement and angles in DT 

• Position in P.E. 
 
We place strong emphasis on providing the children with concrete experiences and use a variety of structured apparatus 
throughout both KS1 and KS2. 
 
Children in all classes will experience practical, investigative, mental, oral, written and problem solving activities and will have the 
opportunity to discuss these with the teacher and fellow pupils. We believe that the development of mathematical language is 
essential.  For all pupils we will develop the use of language as a means of mathematical thinking.  Pupils will have the 

opportunity to explain their work, make predictions and discuss different ways of approaching a given problem. 

 
Each class has its own computer together with access to class laptops and mathematical programs are used to reinforce learning 
where appropriate.   
 
Subject planning and evaluation : 
 
Is normally at the individual class level and is overseen by the maths co-ordinator.  (See school planning policy for further 
details).  It is based on the National framework termly planning although the length of time given to each objective is based on 
the teacher’s experience and knowledge of her/his class. 

 
We hope and expect that parents will be actively involved with their child's acquisition of mathematical skills and aim to 
promote this in the following ways: 
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• by holding open evenings during which their child's work is displayed and discussed. 

• by giving parents a list of activities they can practice with their child at home, at the 

appropriate level, eg telling the time. 

• by making parents aware of the number bonds and/or tables their child needs to practice. 

• by holding meetings to explain our methods of teaching and use of apparatus. 

• by sending home work to consolidate lessons. 

• by encouraging pupils to use Purple Mash at home for consolidation of learning. 
 
Co-ordinator's role 
 
The duties and responsibilities of the mathematics co-ordinator include the following:- 

 

• To read, understand and interpret the National Curriculum  in mathematics in order to help the 

staff also understand what is required. 

• To review and keep up to date the mathematics policy and scheme of work in mathematics 

annually. 

• To keep under review and make suggestions for the updating and regeneration of all the 

mathematics equipment in the school. 

• To research the range of mathematical schemes appropriate to the needs of pupils in the 

school and make suggestions for development. 

• To devise and support a scheme of assessment (including testing) in mathematics.  This scheme 

must incorporate the end of key stage assessments and have appropriate record keeping 

practice. 

• To liase with the staff about the development of mathematics teaching in school. 

• To attend courses of a routine nature and also key developmental courses on behalf of the 

staff.  To lead discussions with staff on return to school.  To arrange school-based inservice 

training for members of staff as appropriate. 

• To look at teaching plans in mathematics of all the teaching staff and make constructive 

comments on them. 

• To visit classrooms to review the teaching and monitor the time allocation, teaching strategy 

and teaching quality. 

• To be aware of developments needed in the school to improve the attainments of the pupils in 

mathematics. 

 

This policy needs to be read alongside the following whole school policies:- 

Gifted and talented 

Record keeping 

Reporting to parents 

Planning 

Assessment 

Equal opportunities 

Special educational needs 

Cross-curricular skills and themes 

Marking Policy 


