
History Year 2 - The Gunpowder Plot 

Vocabulary 

plot a plan 

catholic the name of a religion 

ploƩers the group of people making the plan 

Houses of 
Parliament 

the building in London where the government of 
the country meets 

gunpowder a powder that explodes when you light it 

cellar a room that is under a building 

barrel a wooden tub with a lid on 

significant 
event 

something important that happened 

earlier / later something that happened before/aŌer 

Prior learning 

In Year 1, pupils developed an 
awareness of the concepts of 
“past and present” and “same 
and different”. They learnt to 
order events in a story. 

Key QuesƟons 

· Why do we celebrate bonfire night? 

· Who was Guy Fawkes? 

· When did the gunpowder plot happen? 

· Why did the ploƩers want to kill the king? 

· How did they plan to kill him? 

· Why didn’t the plan work? 

· Did The Gunpowder Plot change things in the future? 

Key Knowledge 

· King James 1 treated catholic people badly and some catholic men wanted to kill him. 

· The ploƩers planned to blow up the Houses of Parliament when the king was there on 5th November 1605. 

· They hid 36 barrels of gunpowder in a cellar under the houses of Parliament. 

· King James found out about the plot and Guy Fawkes was captured and arrested. 

· King James ordered that bonfires should be lit to celebrate the failure of the Gunpowder Plot. 


